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Pesher h.avakuk (Commentary on Habbakuk), ed. Bilha Nitzan ( Jerusalem and Tel Aviv,

1986).

Polemical text found among the Dead Sea Scrolls describing the difference

between the deposed priests from the house of Zadok and the usurper priests from

the house of Hasmonai.

Qumran Cave 4, XXVI: Cryptic Texts and Miscellanea, part 1, ed. Stephen J. Pfann,

Philip Alexander, et al. (Discoveries in the Judaean Desert, 36; Oxford, 2000).

Includes parts of the Aramaic Book of Enoch.

Ra’aya mehemna (Faithful Shepherd). See below, Zohar, and Isaiah Tishby (ed.),

Wisdom of the Zohar.
A medieval text from the fourteenth century included in the Zohar literature; the

date of its composition is later than that of the Zohar itself. The book is concerned

with the mystical image of Moses, the faithful shepherd.

recanati,  menahem ben benjamin , Perush al hatorah (Recanati’s Commentary on

the Torah) (Venice, 1503; Basle, 1581).

Fourteenth-century kabbalah, retaining important kabbalistic traditions.

—— Ta’amei hamitsvot (Reasons of the Commandments) (Constantinople, 1544; Basle,

1581). Ed. S. B. Libermann (London, 1969).

Kabbalah, thirteenth and fourteenth centuries.

Reshit h.okhmah hakatsar (Summary of ‘Beginning of Wisdom’). Trans. M. Perelman

(Brooklyn, NY, 1979).

A shorter version of a major kabbalistic text, Reshit h.okhmah, written by Elijah de

Vidas in Safed in the sixteenth century.

Re’uyot yeh.ezkel (The Visions of Ezekiel), ed. I. Gruenwald = Temirin, 1 ( Jerusalem,

1972), 101–39.

An anonymous treatise on the visions of Ezekiel written in the talmudic period.
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Safed Spirituality: Rules of Mystical Piety, the Beginning of Wisdom, trans. and introd.

Lawrence Fine, preface by Louis Jacobs (New York, 1984).

safrin,  isaac judah yehiel , of Komarno, Megilat setarim (Scroll of Secrets). Ed.

Naftali Ben-Menahem ( Jerusalem, 1944; repr. Brooklyn, 1985). English trans. in

Jewish Mystical Autobiographies, trans. Faierstein. Partial trans. in Jacobs, Jewish
Mystical Testimonies, 239–44.

A mystical messianic autobiography of a nineteenth-century hasidic teacher.

schneersohn, dov ber , Kuntres hahitbonenut (Tract on Contemplation). See Ner
mitsvah vetorah or. Kuntres hahitpa’alut (Tract on Ecstasy), trans. Louis Jacobs,

Tract on Ecstasy (London, 1965).

An internal Habad debate on divine worship and the succession of spiritual

authority after the death of Shneur Zalman of Lyady, the Habad founder, in 1813.

On this debate, see Elior, Theology in the Second Generation; Loewenthal, Com-
municating the Infinite; Jacobs, Jewish Mystical Testimonies, 224–38.

—— Ner mitsvah vetorah or (Lamp of the Commandment and Light of Torah) (Kopyst,

1820; New York, 1974) [includes Sha’ar hayih.ud (Gate of Unity) and Kuntres
hahitbonenut (Tract on Contemplation)]. Partial English translation in Jacobs,

Seeker of Unity.

Habad hasidim; an intra-hasidic debate on the succession of the spiritual leader-

ship of Habad after the death of Shneur Zalman of Lyady in 1813, and on divine

worship in the nineteenth century.

Sefer habahir (The Book of Elucidation), anonymously written in the twelfth 

century, attributed to the second-century ce sage Nehuniah ben Hakanah

(Amsterdam, 1651). Ed. Reuben Margaliot ( Jerusalem, 1948); ed. Daniel Abra-

hams (Los Angeles, 1995).

Among the founding texts of the kabbalistic tradition, introducing a new percep-

tion of the heavenly world, the human soul, the theory of transmigration, and the

dual perception of reality. On the book see Scholem, Origins; Dan, Jewish Mysticism.

Sefer ha’iyun (The Book of Contemplation). Verman, Books of Contemplation.

A short theosophical-mystical treatise written anonymously around 1230 in west-

ern Europe, ascribed to Rabbi Hammai (Aramaic seer or visionary), discussing the

mystery of the divine realm. The treatise, considered one of the seminal texts of

the Jewish mystical tradition, circulated throughout Spain and Provence and

within a few decades dozens of texts were composed reflecting the unique termin-

ology of the book and its idiosyncratic doctrine. It has become a scholarly conven-

tion to refer to all of these works as ‘circle of contemplation’.

Sefer hamalakh hameshiv (Book of the Answering Angel), or Sefer hameshiv, anonymous.

In Scholem, ‘The “Maggid” of R. Yosef Taitazak’.

The anonymous text presents itself as written automatically, dicated by an angel.

The dating of the text is debatable, and is discussed in Scholem’s book and in Idel,

‘Inquiries into the Doctrine of Sefer hameshiv’.
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Sefer harazim (Book of Mysteries), ed. Mordecai Margaliot ( Jerusalem, 1967). Edition

and English translation by Michael Morgan, Sefer harazim: The Book of the Mys-
teries (Chico, Calif., 1983).

Magical tradition and Heikhalot literature, according to Genizah manuscripts from

the talmudic period.

Sefer hatemunah (Book of the Image), anonymous, written in the fourteenth century,

attributed to the second-century sage Nehuniah ben Hakanah and to Ishmael the

high priest (Korets, 1784; Lemberg, 1892; Tel Aviv, 1972). On the book see

Scholem, The Kabbalah of Sefer hatemunah.

Fourteenth-century kabbalah.

Sefer yetsirah (Book of Creation) (Mantua, 1562; Jerusalem, 1989). Ed. Gruenwald in ‘A

Preliminary Critical Edition’. English translation by Aryeh Kaplan, Sefer Yetzirah:
The Book of Creation (rev. edn., York Beach, Me., 1997). On the book see Liebes,

Creation Doctrine, and Dan, ‘The Religious Significance of Sefer Yetsirah’.

A basic book in the mystical tradition concerning a new perception of the deity as

expressed in the creative process through language, letters, and numbers, ascribed

by scholars to different dates from the first century CE to the Islamic period. The

anonymous author initiated the concept of ten spheres (sefirot) and twenty-two ele-

mental letters, which profoundly affected the Jewish mystical tradition.

shem-tov ibn shem-tov , Sefer ha’emunot (Book of Beliefs) (Ferrara, 1556; Jeru-

salem, 1969).

Kabbalah. On him see Gottlieb, Studies in Kabbalah Literature, and David Ariel,

Shem Tov ibn Shem Tov’s Kabbalistic Critique of Jewish Philosophy in the Commen-
tary on the Sefirot: Study and Text (Ann Arbor, 1982).

Shimushei tehilim (Uses of the Psalms) (Sabbionetta, 1552; Kraków, 1648). English ver-

sion in Gottfried Selig, Use of the Psalms (Boston, 1943).

Shimushei torah (Uses of the Torah). Introduction published as Ma’ayan hah.okhmah
(see above).

Deals with the magical use of the letters of the Torah.

Shirot olat hashabat (Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice). Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice: A
Critical Edition, ed. Carol Newsom (Harvard Semitic Studies, 27; Atlanta, Ga.,

1985). 4Q Serek Shirot olat hashabat (The Qumran Angelic Liturgy), ed. and trans.

C. Newsom (Cambridge, Mass., 1982) (Hebrew with English translation).

Discoveries in the Judaean Desert, 11 has the final version of the text of the songs

found in the fourth cave in Qumran. DJD 23 has the texts of the eleventh cave.

Qumran priestly-mystical literature on the angelic liturgy in the heavenly Temple

arranged according to the priestly solar calendar of 364 days divided into fifty-two

sabbatical weeks; second to first centuries bce .

Shiur komah, in Synopse zur Hekhalot-Literatur, ed. Schäfer et al. Critical edition and

English translation in Cohen, The Shi’ur Qomah.
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Mystical theosophical doctrine relating to the image of the divine stature, ascribing

to it names, measures, and bodily attributes of immense cosmic measures; first cen-

turies ce ; Heikhalot literature. On the text see Scholem, ‘Shi’ur Qomah’; Cohen,

The Shi’ur Qomah; Farber-Ginat, ‘Studies in Shi’ur Komah’.

Shivh.ei metatron (In Praise of Metatron), in Synopse zur Hekhalot-Literatur, ed. Schäfer

et al., §§384–488. Partial English translation in Halperin, Faces of the Chariot; Elior,

Three Temples, ch. 10.

Heikhalot mystical tradition centred around the angel of the countenance

Metatron, previously known as Enoch son of Jared, who was taken to heaven.

shneur zalman of lyady , Boneh yerushalayim (Builder of Jerusalem), ed. Hayim

Eliezer Hakohen Bihovski ( Jerusalem, 1926).

—— Tanya (Slavuta, 1797; Kefar Habad, 1980). Includes Likutei amarim (Collections

of Sayings); Sha’ar hayih.ud veha’emunah (Gate of Unity and Faith); Igeret
hakodesh (Holy Epistle). English translation by Nissan Mindel, Rabbi Schneur
Zalman, 2 vols. (Brooklyn, 1969–73); bi-lingual edition by Nissan Mindel, Zalman

Posner, and Immanuel Schochet (London, 1973).

Habad, hasidic mysticism of the last third of the eighteenth century; the most

influential book in the consolidation and dissemination of Habad hasidism.

—— Torah or (Light of the Torah) (Kapost, 1832; Vilna 1899; Brooklyn, 1978). On the

book see Elior, Paradoxical Ascent to God.

Habad mystical theosophy; comprehensive, systematic, and profound discussion of

the perception of divinity and the mystical divine worship; written in the eight-

eenth and nineteenth centuries.

—— Torat h.ayim (Torah of Life) (Kapost, 1826; Brooklyn, 1974).

A homiletic hasidic book by two Habad teachers, Shneur Zalman of Lyady and his

son Dov Ber. It is usually ascribed to the son in hasidic bibliography but has impor-

tant teachings of the father.

solomon of lutsk , Divrat shelomoh (Speech of Solomon) (Zolkiew, 1848; repr.

Jerusalem, 1955). On him see Schatz-Uffenheimer’s introduction to Dov Ber of

Mezherich, Magid devarav leya’akov ( Jerusalem, 1976).

Hasidic thoughts and teachings of the Maggid of Mezhirech as introduced by his

student, who was a central figure in printing kabbalistic and hasidic books in the

last decades of the eighteenth century.

solomon shlomel ben hayim of dreznitz , Shivh.ei ha’ari (In Praise of Isaac

Luria) (Ostraha, 1794). Ed. Jacob Moshe Hillel ( Jerusalem, 1991).

Lurianic hagiography of the seventeenth century, a text that had a profound effect

on mystical circles throughout the Jewish world since its readers strove to imitate

the mystical perceptions and practices of Luria. On him see Toledot ha’ari, ed.

Benayahu.
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Songs and Praises of the Shabateans [Shirot vetishbah. ot shel hashabeta’im], ed. Moshe

Atiash, G. Scholem, and Y. Ben-Tsevi ( Jerusalem, 1946).

Late seventeenth- and early eighteenth-century poetical-mystical literature of the

Doenmeh.

Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice, see Shirot olat hashabat
Synopse zur Hekhalot-Literatur, ed. Peter Schäfer, Margarete Schlüter, and Hans Georg

von Mutius (Tübingen, 1981). 

A synoptic collection of seven medieval manuscripts of the Heikhalot literature

written or copied in Germany in the circles of the German Jewish Pietists of the

twelfth and thirteenth centuries. The origins of the Heikhalot tradition are in the tal-

mudic period; the texts are written and published in Hebrew and Aramaic; the intro-

duction is in German. Portions of this literature are available in English translation

in books by Scholem, Jewish Gnosticism; P. Alexander, 3 Enoch in Old Testament
Pseudepigrapha, ed. Charlesworth, i. 223–315; Halperin, Faces of the Chariot;
Schäfer, Hidden and Manifest God; Janowitz, The Poetics of Ascent; Swartz, Mystical
Prayer; Elior, The Three Temples; Jacobs, Jewish Mystical Testimonies, 26–34.

tabul,  joseph ibn , Derush h.eftsivah (Sermon ‘Delight is in Her’), in Masud Hadad

Cohen, Simh.at kohen (A Priest’s Joy) ( Jerusalem, 1921).

testament of levi , in Old Testament Pseudepigrapha, ed. Charlesworth, i. 788–95.

A priestly tradition from the second century BCE about the history of Levi. The

Aramaic text was found in Qumran among the Dead Sea Scrolls. The priestly-

mystical tradition profoundly transforms the image of Levi, arguing that he was 

chosen by the angels to be the founder of the priesthood in the times of the patriarchs.

On Levi in the Testament of Levi see Kugel, ‘Levi’s Elevation to the Priesthood’.

Toledot ha’ari (Life of Isaac Luria), ed. Meir Benayahu ( Jerusalem, 1967). 

Lurianic hagiography, sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. The text was first

printed as Kavanot uma’aseh nisim (Constantinople, 1720).

Tsava’at harivash (The Testament of Israel Ba’al Shem Tov), collection of sayings by

Israel Ba’al Shem Tov and the Maggid of Mezhirech, first printed in 1794. Shivh.ei
habesht, ed. B. Mintz ( Jerusalem, 1969), 213–34. A modern annotated 

edition: Tsava’at harivash, ed. Jacob Immanuel Schochet (Brooklyn, NY, 1975).

English translation by id., Tzava’at Harivash (Brooklyn, NY, 1998).

Hasidic writings from the later part of the eighteenth century, which include some

of Israel Ba’al Shem Tov’s teachings. The book had an immense effect on the con-

solidation of the new hasidic identity. It was burnt by the opponents of hasidism in

Vilna. On the history of the book in the hasidic–mitnagdic controversy see

Wilensky, Hasidim and Mitnagdim.

vidas,  elijah b.  moses de , Reshit h.okhmah (Beginning of Wisdom) (Venice, 1579).

Ed. K. Waldmann ( Jerusalem, 1984).

Kabbalah and ethical literature, from the second part of the sixteenth century. 
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The book was ‘adopted’ by hasidic circles as a moral and mystical guide to daily

conduct.

vital,  hayim , Ets h.ayim (Tree of Life) (Korets, 1794; Warsaw, 1891; Jerusalem, 1910).

The main composition of Lurianic kabbalah in the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-

turies. The book introduces a new perception of the divine world and human 

worship. The introduction to the book, written by Vital, is the most important tes-

timony on the struggle of the kabbalah to gain a prominent spiritual position in the

sixteenth century.

—— Mavo she’arim (Opening of the Gates) ( Jerusalem, 1984).

Lurianic kabbalah of the sixteenth century, the first of eight volumes that include

Lurianic kabbalah, called Shemonah she’arim.

—— Sefer hagilgulim (Book of Reincarnations) (Frankfurt, 1684; Jerusalem, 1987).

Lurianic kabbalah (sixteenth century) contributed to dissemination of the belief in

reincarnation and the conclusions derived from it regarding ritual slaughter and

levirate marriage.

—— Sefer hah.ezyonot (Book of Visions). Ed. Aharon Ze’ev Aescoly and Naftali Ben-

Menahem ( Jerusalem, 1954). English translation in Faierstein, Mystical Autobio-
graphies.
A mystical autobiography recording dreams and visions of Hayim Vital, a major

kabbalist in the second half of the sixteenth century who lived in Safed and

Damascus and edited and disseminated the first recensions of Lurianic kabbalah.

—— Sha’ar hagilgulim (Gate of Reincarnations) ( Jerusalem, 1912, 1978, 1981). One of

the ‘Eight Gates’.

Sixteenth-century Lurianic kabbalah; mysticism; theory of the soul and doctrine

of reincarnation of the souls.

—— Shemonah she’arim (Eight Gates) (Saloniki, 1852; Jerusalem, 1974; 1988).

A series of eight books (‘Gates’) written by Vital, containing a systematic presenta-

tion of Lurianic kabbalah divided by topic.

Wadi Daliyeh, II, and Qumran Miscellanea, pt. 2: The Samaria Papyri from Wadi Daliyeh,

ed. D. M. Gropp, J VanderKam, and M. Brady (Discoveries in the Judaean Desert,

28: Oxford, 2001).

Wisdom of Ben Sira, ed. Moshe Tsevi Segal ( Jerusalem, 1953).

Wisdom literature of the early second century bce ; parts of the book were found

in Qumran among the Dead Sea Scrolls and in the Cairo Genizah. Important tradi-

tions concerning Enoch son of Jared, the founder of the mystical-priestly lore, and

the high priest Simeon the Just (Shimon Hatsadik) of the priestly house of Zadok

are included in the book.

wolf,  ze ’ev , of Zhitomir, Or hame’ir (Shining Light) (Korets, 1798; Jerusalem, 

1968).
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Eighteenth-century hasidism from the circle of the Maggid of Mezhirech. The

book contains remarkable teachings on language and on the hasidic perception of

the mystical connotation of the Shekhinah.

zadok hakohen of lublin , Tsidkat hatsadik (Righteousness of the Righteous)

(Lublin, 1902; Jerusalem, 1987). On the author see Brill, Thinking God.

Polish hasidism of the nineteenth century; he was a follower of the hasidic school

of Izbica.

Zohar (Sefer hazohar, Book of Splendour), attributed to R. Shimon bar Yohai [real

author: Moses de León], first published in Mantua and Cremona in 1558. Ed.

Reuben Margaliot ( Jerusalem, 1984). Partial English translation in Tishby (ed.),

Wisdom of the Zohar. The first three portions are fully translated by Daniel Matt,

Zohar (Pritzker Edition), 1–2 (Stanford, 2006).

A medieval kabbalistic composition written in the thirteenth century in Spain in

Aramaic, but ascribed to R. Shimon bar Yohai, a sage who lived in the second cen-

tury. The exceptional structure, language, and contents of the book made it one of

the central sources of mystical inspiration for the following centuries. On the book

see Scholem, Major Trends; Liebes, ‘How the Zohar was Written’; Hellner-Eshed,

A River Issues Forth; Giller, The Enlightened.
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