
A
Aaron 86, 127
Aaron, Rabbi 137
Abaye, grave of 117
Abraham 26, 38, 81
Abraham ben Isaac of Granada 26, 128
Abravanel, Isaac 139
Abulafia, Abraham 137

on awakening 74
excommunication 94
followers 146
mystical experience 62
on text 44–5
works 74, 77

abundance, divine 18, 44–5, 55
abyss 6, 30, 39, 82, 90
acacia tree 21, 124, 131
Acre, kabbalists 143, 151
Adam 38
adam kadmon mikol kedumim (primordial man)

5, 8, 9, 132, 133, 148
adat hayah. ad (the holy congregation) 51
Adir bamarom (Mighty in Heaven) 27, 91, 151
Adler, Nathan 51, 53, 85, 95, 152–3
Adu’el 50
Age of Judgement 98
Age of Mercy 98
aggadah 13, 154
Agnon, S. Y. 17 n.
Ahijah the Shilonite 81, 90
Ahilai, Rabbi 127
Akhnai’s oven 25
Akiva 138–9

ascended to heaven 51, 83, 91
on ascending to the chariot 67
companion of Ishmael 138, 145
crossing of boundaries 83
death 69, 94, 138
depiction of 86
descended to the merkavah 50, 65, 83
entered the pardes 50, 51, 65, 83, 86, 91, 138
figure of 83
Heikhalot literature 26, 38, 138
on image of God 48
influence 13, 51, 71, 81, 154
mystical experience 9

return with Oral Torah and Merkavah 
tradition 91, 139

revelation to 91
vision of heaven 7
works 91

Alkabets, Solomon 6, 52, 99, 147, 151, 155
Almoli, Solomon 130, 155–6
Alsheikh, Moses 147
amulets 112, 114, 128
angel(s):

concept of 92
in heavenly temples 51, 127, 133
names of 42, 91, 127
praising God 125–6
priests and 18
redeeming 90, 131
responding 90, 133
revelations 24, 38
revolt against God 82
singing 126, 131, 139
teachings 53
visitations 66
world of 18, 73, 84
see also cherubs; ofanim

anshei hayah. ad (the people of the unification)
92

see also unification
apotheosis 79, 84, 86–7
Arafel 49, 87
Aramaic 60
Ari, the, see Luria, Isaac
Ark, Noah’s 40, 77
Ark of the Covenant 21, 124
ark (word) 40, 104, 107
arousal, human and divine 55
Arpilei tohar (Clouds of Purity) 27
ascending:

Akiva’s ascent 91, 138–9
to the chariot (merkavah) 7, 8, 9, 67, 81
emanations 55
Enoch’s ascent 91
to heaven 16, 17, 26, 51, 58, 61–2, 66, 68, 82,

83, 87, 113, 116
to the heikhalot 51, 55
Ishmael’s ascent 108
ladder 20, 21, 42, 54, 68, 99, 109, 119
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ascending (cont.):
letters 4
Moses’ ascent 88, 91
mystical ascent of the Besht 69–71, 89 n.
to the pardes 86
souls 71, 89
to the throne of glory 90
to the upper worlds 65, 71, 85, 112, 138
to the world of emanation 81

Ashkenazi, Elisha 153
Ashkenazi, Mordecai 84, 85, 149
authority:

charismatic religious 60, 73
confrontation with 93–6
divine 22, 90
external sources 61
heavenly voices as source of 90 n.
mystical 24–5, 57, 73, 74
mystical relationship with 102–3
rabbinic 91, 96
traditional 23–5, 93–4

Avodat hakodesh (Holy Worship) 84, 135
Avot derabi natan 138
Ayelet ahavim 155
ayin 39–40, 44, 50
Azikri, Ele’azar 53, 140–1
Azriel ben Solomon of Gerona 77, 79, 139, 

142

B
Ba’al Shem Tov (Besht) 145

ascent of his soul 69–71, 89
autobiographical descriptions 69–71, 85
followers 53, 140, 145
influence of 144, 152
influences on 71, 138, 145
on ladder of ascension 68
on letters and words 40, 104, 107
mental state 64–5 n.
mystical experience 10, 62, 67
persecution of 95
revelation to 51
teachings 72 n.
on world and higher world 49, 93
on worship 100

Bar Kokhba 69, 154
bar Yohai, Shimon (Rashbi) 154

Ahijah association 138
as holy light 89
influence of 13, 52, 71, 90, 145
Karo as incarnation of 63
life 154

mystical communication with 81
revelation to 50, 91
Shavuot association 88
visions 72
Zohar 13, 26, 50, 91, 151, 154

Barcelona, Jewish–Christian debate 150
Barukhyah Russo 84, 89, 95, 139–40, 145
Bat-Miriam, Yokheved 37
Being:

hidden meaning of 28
infinity of the 30

Beit yosef 88, 147
Ben Azai 79–80
Ben porat yosef 145
Ben Sira 126, 142
Ben Zoma 94
Bereshit rabah 87, 129, 138
Berit halevi 155
Berit menuh. ah 128
Bezalel 104, 109
Bialik, Hayim Nahman 11, 57
Binah (thought) 31
body 36
Boker le’avraham 137
Book of Contemplation 5, 21 n.
Book of Jubilees, see Jubilees
boundaries:

blurring 37, 45, 57, 58, 63
breaching 12, 22, 60, 61, 95, 98, 102, 114
contemplation of 22
crossing 16, 50, 55, 57, 78, 83, 94, 106
dangers of breaching 114
deconstruction of 8
extending 21
of language 17, 46
obliterating 59
of permitted and forbidden 100
of reality 22, 46, 50, 58, 146
of tradition 97, 146
transcending 2, 15, 38, 50, 73, 74, 78, 89, 93

Bratslav, hasidism 101, 152
‘breaking of the vessels’ (shevirat kelim) 5, 18,

98, 132
Byzantine period 83, 131, 135

C
calendar 82, 84, 91–2, 99, 141–2
Cardozo, Abraham Michael 27, 84, 137
Castile 52
chariot, heavenly, see merkavah
charisma 68, 73, 91
Charles V, Habsburg emperor 156, 157
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cherub, unique (hakeruv hameyuh. ad) 5, 9, 10,
50, 52

cherubs, cherubim:
concept 4, 46, 87
divine chariot of the 21 n., 80, 81, 90, 133
fiery 58
in Garden of Eden 80, 81
gender 81
h. ashmal and h. ashmalah 49, 50, 79, 87
holy 20
in Holy of Holies 80, 81
mystic vision 81
at Sinai 81
singing 81
voice of 62, 65
wings of 59, 81, 125–6

children of light and children of darkness 51,
81, 98

Chmielnicki persecutions 153
Christianity, conversion to 95, 96, 145, 152, 153
circles and straightness (igulim veyosher) 5
cleaving (devekut) 45, 55, 77–8, 105
Clement VII, Pope 157
commandments:

divine (ta’amei hamitsvot) 92, 148
613: 36

concealment 39–40
Constantinople 143, 153, 155

see also Istanbul
contemplation 5, 11, 22, 55, 123, 133
Cordovero, Moses 151

followers 141, 143
on groups of kabbalists 52
influences on 147, 151, 155
mystical experience 51
revelation to 51
on Torah 36
works 27, 84, 100, 131, 151

countenance(s):
angel of the 9, 78, 129, 130
concept 5, 132
partsufim 5, 46
prince of the 10, 114, 136

creation:
Creator and 19
doctrine of 18
language and 35–6, 106
mysteries of 4, 35
mystical history 136
purpose of 124
story 82
Torah of 98

creatures, heavenly living (h. ayot hakodesh):
Akiva on 7
Ezekiel’s vision 17, 59, 101
in rabbinic thought 21
running back and forth 4, 29, 39
singing 43, 65
standing by the throne 75

crown (keter) 5, 21 n., 113, 115

D
Da’at (knowledge) 31
Damascus 27, 55, 142
Daniel 88
David, King 138
David ben Judah Hehasid 99
de Vidas, Elijah ben Moses 44, 141
Dead Sea Scrolls 20 n., 21 n., 25, 82 n., 120
death:

of kings (mitat hamelakhim) 5, 132
overcoming 78

deconstruction (peruk) 41, 112, 117, 120–1
yih. ud as 121

Degel mah. aneh efrayim 145
della Reina, Joseph 83–4, 95, 146
Delphi, oracle 118
demons, world of 78, 81
‘depth’ 98, 101
Derush h. eftsivah 143, 147
descenders of the chariot (yoredei merkavah):

achievements 10, 23
Akiva 50, 83
characteristics 84 n.
congregation of the 51
expression 90
Heikhalot literature 136
holy societies 51 n.
Ishmael 83, 144
Luria 73
Metatron’s role 149
revelations to 68
world of 99

descending to the chariot (yeridah lamerkavah):
aim of mystics 17, 54, 114
mystical concept 58
by poetry 128

desire, consuming 55
devekut (adherence) 121

see also cleaving
devotion 44, 64, 92
diagonal borders, twelve 123, 133
dichotomies 97
Dionysus 118
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divestment of corporeality 55
divine:

abundance 18, 44–5, 55
authority 22, 90
commandments (ta’amei hamitsvot) 92, 148
and earthly 91–2
and human 55, 133
language 19, 66, 104–5
speech (dibur shekhinah) 5

Divrat shelomoh (Speech of Solomon) 156
Divrei ha’adon (The Words of the Lord) 27, 85,

93, 100, 146
Divrei h. alomot (Words of Dreams) 157
Doenmeh sect 139, 145, 154
Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezhirech 140

followers 102, 145, 146, 154, 156, 157
life 140
on principles of hasidism 100
works 140

dreams 15, 42, 66, 155–6
dress 93, 127

E
earthly and divine 91–2
Ecclesiastes 38, 63
Eden, Garden of 70, 71, 80, 81, 138
Egypt 138, 142, 143
ehyeh asher ehyeh (I am who I am) 50
Eibeschutz, Jonathan 96
Eibeschutz, Wolf 96
Eichenstein, Rabbi Tsevi Hirsch, of Zhidachov

144
ein sof (infinitude) 5, 50
Ein Sof (the hidden God) 144
Ele’azar, Rabbi, of Worms 127
Eliezer the Great 71, 141
Elijah:

elevation of 127
life span 138
mystic’s relationship with 81, 90
revelation of (gilui eliyahu) 25, 58, 73, 89,

143, 144
visitation of 38, 66, 72

Elimah rabati 151
Elimelekh of Lyzhansk 140, 146
Elisha ben Avuyah (Aher) 83 and n., 94
elyonim vetah. tonim 51
emanation:

ascending and descending 55
Ben Azai’s revelation 79
concept 90, 132
doctrine of 18, 111

drawing down 44
initiating 44
letters and 44–5
origins 48
process 144
receiving 44
Torah of 98, 139
world of 18, 81, 111

End of Days 98, 99, 100
Enoch, books:

1 (Ethiopic) Enoch 25, 58, 62, 82, 116, 142,
149

2 (Slavonic) Enoch 26, 50, 82, 142
3 Enoch, see Sefer heikhalot

Enoch son of Jared 141–2
ascension to heaven 25–6, 58, 78, 91
figure of 13, 82–3, 90, 136
priestly tradition 91
revelation to 91
solar calendar 91
taken by God 30 n.
works 91

Enoch-Metatron 82–3, 86, 94, 108, 141, 149
Eshel avraham 149
Eshet ne’urim (Wife of Youth) 156
‘essence’ 39, 48
Ethiopia 156, 157
Ets h. ayim (Tree of Life) 55, 72, 84, 133, 143
evil:

depth of 29
domains of holy and 99
forces of 6, 53, 55, 70, 78, 84
origins of good and 20
realm (kelipot) 90
side (sitra ah. ra) 17

exaltation 45
excommunication:

Abulafia 94
Adler 95, 152
Elisha ben Avuyah 94
followers of Schneersohn 96
Frank, Jacob 64
hasidic authors 64
Leiner 96
Luzzatto (Ramhal) 53, 64, 95, 151
mystics 66, 93–4, 96–7
Nathan of Gaza 95
Shabetai Tsevi 95, 154
transgressions punishable by 93

exile:
constraints of 5
continuous 76, 132
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end of 84
female figure 87
influence on mysticism 13, 16, 18
redemption and 20, 75, 77, 84, 87, 100, 133,

135
Shekhinah 6, 52, 63–4, 88, 99
from Spain 6
Torah of 99

Exodus, book of 129
Exodus from Egypt 138
Ezekiel:

exile 16
prophecy 49, 87
vision 13, 17, 21 n., 39, 49, 59, 79, 101, 110
vision of divine chariot 16, 81, 86, 90, 125,

126
Ezra ben Shelomoh of Gerona 49, 142

F
father 6, 90
female and male, see male and female
fire:

black and white 33, 43
holy 78–81
immersing in the river of 77 n.
punishment by 83, 94

Flood 77
Frank, Jacob 145–6

conversion of 95
followers 53
influences on 140
life 84, 85, 93, 145–6, 152
mystical experience 51
persecution 64, 95
revelation to 51
vision 100
works 27, 85, 93, 100, 146

Frankfurt 53, 152
Frankism 93
freedom 47, 121

G
Galicia, hasidism 146
Galya raza (Revealed Secrets) 27, 62, 76, 84,

95, 99–100, 130, 135
garment 18, 39–40, 85, 111, 121
gazing at the king’s beauty (tsefiyah bamelekh

beyofyo) 55, 77 n.
Genesis 28, 29, 30 n., 36, 141
Genesis Apocryphon 142
Genizah 128
geonim 68

Germany:
messianism 146
mystics 95, 139
pietists 5, 127

Gerona, kabbalism 139, 150
Gershon of Kutow 69
Gikatilla, Joseph 26, 46, 104, 146–7
gilgul (transmigration of souls) 5, 148
Ginat egoz (Garden of Nuts) 146
God:

concept of 18, 92
creation of 84
creation process 109
faces of 48, 131, 132
hidden (Ein Sof) 144
hidden names of 46–7
hidden will of 51
image of 47–8, 50, 82, 85, 99, 110, 132
incarnations of 140
infinite power of 104
name of 46, 50, 78, 111, 113–15, 126, 129
perpetual presence 105
relationship with Torah 122
revolt of angels against 82
Shekhinah and 92, 99
speech of, direct 99
stature of, see shiur komah
Torah as speech of 39

golem 112
Gordon, Jakuthiel 38

H
Habad 140, 154–5
Haggadah 155
Hakeronikah 146
Hakohen, Rabbi Binyamin 42, 62
halakhah 13, 23, 147
Halevi, Judah 68, 110
h. alitsah, concept of 92
Hammai, Rabbi 5 n.
hashem hameforash (the Explicit Name, the 

ineffable Name) 50, 114, 115, 126
Hashmal 49, 87
h. ashmal and h. ashmalah 49, 50, 79, 87
hasidism:

early writings 157
groups 53
Habad 137, 140
leadership 93, 137, 140, 148, 152
mystical tradition 64, 140
principles of 100
tsadik doctrine 146
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Hasmonean:
period 99
priests 150

Hayat, Judah 137
H. ayat hakaneh (The Creature of the Reeds) 27,

84, 88, 91, 156–7
H. ayei ha’olam haba (Life of the Next World)

44, 137
Hayim of Amdor 140
h. ayot hakodesh, see creatures, heavenly living
Hebrew language 35, 60, 110, 115, 136
heikhal ken tsipor, see sanctuary of the bird’s nest
heikhalot (heavenly sanctuaries, temples) 46, 51,

55, 83–4, 92, 133
Heikhalot literature:

authors 135–6
conceptions in 21 n.
description of meeting heavenly power 16
description of the throne addressing God 75
descriptions of ascending or descending to

the chariot 7, 54
descriptions of ascent to heavenly sanctuaries

62, 66
figure of Enoch-Metatron 86
God’s hidden image 110–11
Holy Name 129
hymns 75
knowledge of names 128
Nehuniah ben Hakanah 153
prayer of sanctification 127
texts 26, 28
use of language 115, 131

Heikhalot rabati 68, 113, 114, 124, 128, 136,
145, 153

Heikhalot tradition/period 59, 65, 67, 79, 92,
141, 144

Heikhalot zutarti (The Small Treatise of the
Heavenly Sanctuaries) 26, 48, 136, 138

H. emdat yamim (Beloved of Days) 27, 62
Hemdat Yamim group 53
hidden reality 3–5, 18, 30, 132
Hokhmah (wisdom) 31
Holy of Holies:

Ark 21
cherubim 80, 81
connection with heavenly temples 81
devir 129
high priest entering 59, 80, 81, 86, 126, 

138
mystic’s hope to enter 17

Holy Jew, see Jacob Isaac of Przysucha
Holy Land 77

Holy Spirit 118
holy spirit (ruah. hakodesh) 143
Horowitz, Jacob Isaac (the Seer of Lublin) 146

doctrine of 98, 100–2, 146
‘fall’ 96
followers 148, 150
influences on 89, 140, 146
mental state 65 n.
mystical experience 62
revelation to 91
works 85

Horwitz, Aaron Halevi, of Starosielce 131, 137,
140

House of God group 53
husk(s) 43, 76, 78, 81, 99

I
Ibn Aderet, Solomon 137
Ibn Tabul, Joseph 111, 143, 147
Igeret hakodesh 40, 69, 72, 85, 145
illumination:

description of 89
divine 22, 24, 52, 62, 97
experience of 12
moment of 80
mystical conversion 67
mystical interpretative 27
from text 45

image of man 47–8
Imrei shefer (Good Words) 137
incest 93, 131, 135, 139–40
infinitude:

concealing 40
divine 37, 38, 39, 47
divine text 33, 131
ein sof 5, 50
hidden divine 107
of language 38
term 90
world of 111, 119

Isaac the Blind (Sagi Nahor) 10, 62, 144
Isaac ben Samuel of Acre 143
Ishmael ben Elisha 144–5

ascended to heaven 16, 83
death 69, 94, 144
descended to the merkavah 83, 144
entered the Holy of Holies 86
entered the innermost sanctuary 50, 51
entered the pardes 83
figure of 13, 69, 83, 86, 144–5
Heikhalot literature 26
mentor of 67, 153
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on Metatron 65, 78, 108
mystical conversion 67, 78–9
revelation to 115
use of Holy Name 129–30

Ishmail, Rabbi 7
Islam, conversion to 95, 139, 145, 153, 154
Israel, Land of:

Heikhalot literature 135
Jewish settlement 156, 157
kabbalists 69, 137, 149, 155
Karo’s settlement in 88, 147, 155
vision of 76–7, 132

Istanbul 130
see also Constantinople

Italy:
messianism 139
Molcho’s death 147

Iwanie 53

J
Jacob 13
Jacob Isaac, the Holy Jew of Przysucha 148
Jacob Joseph, Rabbi, of Polonnoye 68, 138, 145,

156
Jacob of Marvège 42
Jerusalem:

destruction by Romans 16
priests 150
renewal of Jewish settlement 150

Jesus 89, 94
Jewish mystical thought:

definitions 14
hidden reality 3
tradition 89–90
understanding 19

Joffe, Rabbi Mordecai, of Vienna 38
Joseph of Hamadan 147–8
Josephus (Joseph ben Matityahu) 127
Jubilees, Book of 34, 62, 82, 142
Judaean desert 91
Judaism, conversion to 156, 157

K
kabalat shabat (welcoming the sabbath) 92
kabbalah:

concepts 38–40
groups 52–3
kabbalists 135–6, 137, 139, 140–1, 142–3,

146–51, 153, 155–7
Lurianic 6, 52, 55–6, 73
mythical tradition 85
reading of Torah 42, 44, 46

in Safed 5, 92
world of language and speech 108

Kabbalah of R. Meshulam the Zadokite 49
Kara, Avigdor, of Prague 26
Karo, Joseph 147

ascent to heavenly schools 71–2
on divine voice 89
on Enoch 30 n.
followers 52, 147, 151
influence 89, 155
influences on 148, 157
life 147
magid of 49, 63, 88, 89, 147
mystical experience 10, 62, 64, 89, 157
on mystical worship 99
relationship with Moses 88
revelation to 51, 60, 91, 147
works 6, 27, 72 n., 84, 91, 99, 147

Kedushah 127
kelipah (husk) 99

see also husk(s)
kelipot (evil realm) 90
Ketem paz (Pure Gold) 27
kidush hashem (sanctification of the holy name) 13
king:

in his beauty 10, 17, 83
death of kings (mitat hamelakhim) 5, 132
gazing at the king’s beauty (tsefiyah bamelekh

beyofyo) 55, 77 n.
messiah 38, 70
sceptre 131
symbol of holy male powers 99

kingdom 87, 90, 99
Kitsur misefer pitron h. alomot (The Interpretation

of Dreams) 156
kohanei korev (the priests of korev) 51
Kook, Abraham Isaac Hakohen 27, 96
Korets 102, 157
Kotsk, Rabbi of 65 n.

see also Morgenstern, Menahem Mendel
Kudsha berikh hu 133
Kuf-lamed-h. et pith. ei h. okhmah (138 Gates of

Wisdom) 151
Kuntres hahitbonenut (Tract on Contemplation)

140
Kuntres hahitpa’alut (Tract on Ecstasy) 140
kushya (a question) 101

L
ladder 13, 20, 21, 68, 99, 109
language:

bi-directional 119
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language (cont.):
conventional 111–12
creative power 157
divine 19, 66, 104–5
Hebrew, see Hebrew
magical 111–12, 114–19, 129
mystical 8–9, 17, 20, 31, 46, 106–12, 120–1,

123–4, 131
narrative 31
peruk (linguistic deconstruction) 157
ritual 111–12, 119
secrets of 82
theory of 136
visionary 48

Lavi, Simeon 27
Leib, Rabbi, of Vilna 38
Leiner, Mordecai Joseph, of Izbica 89, 96, 98,

101, 148, 150, 157
‘Lekha dodi’ 155
Lelo meitsarim (Beyond Boundaries) 85
Lemlein, Asher 95, 139
letters:

circular lines of 55
cleaving to the 55, 105
creation by 106, 108, 109–10
emanation and 44–5
glowing 45, 108
of holy language 119–20
in kabbalistic tradition 44, 46, 77, 108, 147
magical names 129
mystical view of 35–6, 106–12
of the name of God 112, 115
number of 43
numerical value 77, 106 n.
secret meaning of 136
sefirot and 105–6
souls and 40, 104, 107, 108
of the Torah 22–3
tseruf (letter-combination theory) 157
as vessels 40

Levi Isaac of Berditchev 140
life, eternal 93, 131, 146
Life of my Teacher Rabbi Nahman, The 85
light(s):

bright 18
children of 51, 81, 98
dark 18
darkening (or haneh. shakh) 5, 9
divine 28, 40, 122
forces of 76
h. ashmal 79
heavenly 41–2, 45, 122

hidden 121
letters and 45
mystical experiences 62, 63, 67
opening for 40, 104, 107
pure light of life 5
sevenfold 28
of the Shekhinah 67
shining lights of the splendour 21 n.
soul and 48
spirit of 18
splendorous (tsah. tsah. ot) 5, 9
splendorous brilliant (tsah. umetsuh. tsah. ) 5, 90
that does not include thought (or she’ein bo

mah. ashavah) 6, 81
that includes thought (or sheyesh bo

mah. ashavah) 6, 81
Likutei amarim (Collections of Sayings) 155
Likutei moharan (Collections of the Sayings of

R. Nahman) 152
Lilith 99
livnat hasapir, see sapphire
Luria, Isaac (the Ari) 143–4

art of unification 117
death 95
description of 72–3
on divine emanation 48
followers 52, 53, 54, 141, 142–3, 147
influence 84, 93
kabbalistic doctrine 55, 88–9, 91, 98, 100, 143
life 143
on love 54
mystical experience 10, 62
revelation to 51, 143
soul ascending to heaven 71

Luzzatto, Moses Hayim (Ramhal) 151–2
description of 85
followers 53
life 151
magid of 38, 42, 53, 63, 89, 91, 151
mystical experience 10, 62–4
persecution of 53, 95, 151
revelation to 42, 51, 62–4, 91, 100
on Torah 37, 45
works 27, 53, 88–9, 91, 151

M
Ma’arekhet elohut (System of Divinity) 131, 137
ma’aseh merkavah 56
Ma’aseh merkavah (Deed of the Chariot) 136, 145
Ma’aseh ta’atuim (Deed of Mischief) 85
Ma’ayan hah. okhmah (Fountain of Wisdom) 128
madness 1, 32, 64–5, 94–6, 118, 152

198 Index

(H) EliorNave&Mil Index  29/3/07  12:55  Page 198



magic 31, 116, 126, 128
magical language, see language
magid (angelic mentor):

Ashkenazi’s 149
Karo’s 49, 63, 88, 89, 147
Luria’s 73
Luzzatto’s 38, 42, 53, 63, 89, 91, 151
role of 58, 59, 73, 90
Taitazak’s 148

Magid devarav leya’akov 140
Magid meisharim (Upright Sayings) 27, 60, 63,

84, 91, 99, 133, 147
Maimonides 138
male and female 48–9, 87, 92–3, 99, 136, 131
man, primordial, see adam kadmon
Mann, Thomas 64
Manot halevi 155
Mantino, Jacob 157
Mantua 60, 95, 157
Mare’ot hatsove’ot (The Reflecting Mirrors) 99
Masmeryah 127
Master of the Zohar (group) 52
meditation, mystical 62–3, 70, 92, 97
Mefasher h. elmin (Interpreter of Dreams) 156
Megilat hahodayot (Thanksgiving Scroll) 150
Megilat hapesharim 150
Megilat setarim (Scroll of Secrets) 27, 85, 144
Mei hashilo’ah. (Waters of Shiloah) 89, 96, 98,

148, 150, 157
Me’irat einayim (Enlightenment of the Eyes) 143
melaveh malkah (‘accompanying the queen’) 92
Menahem Mendel of Kotsk, see Morgenstern
Menahem Recanati 42, 99, 148, 149
mercy, age of 43, 98, 132
merkavah (divine chariot throne):

ascending to the 7, 8, 9, 67, 81
beholders of the 81, 91, 92
concept 75, 86
descending in/to the 17, 50, 55, 58, 73, 83,

114, 128
expressions involving 90
Ezekiel’s vision 16, 81, 86, 90, 125, 126
gazing on the 17, 51, 67, 90
hymn of the 92, 124
importance to Jewish mysticism 13
part of ‘other reality’ 4
parts of the upper 36
prohibition against expounding 10, 11, 90
study of 46, 80, 127
voyagers (yoredei merkavah) 10, 11; see also

descenders of the chariot
world of the 18, 133, 139

Merkavah tradition 78, 79, 133
Meshulam the Zadokite 49
Mesilat yesharim (Path of the Upright) 151
messiah:

coming of the 84, 85, 99, 100, 139
concept 6, 13, 17, 87, 133
heavenly residence of the 70, 90
mystical encounters with 9, 38, 74
mystics as messianic figures 84
Shabateanism 153–4

metaphor, mystical 57, 123, 132
Metatron 149

angel of the countenance 9, 78
Enoch-Metatron 82–3, 86, 94, 108, 141, 149
figure of 149
Heikhalot literature 136
names 115–16
punishment of 83, 94
transformation 30 n., 78, 79
visitation of 38, 81
words of 9, 90, 108

metempsychosis 131
see also souls

metivta direkia (heavenly schools) 90
Mezhirech, Maggid of, see Dov Ber
Middle Ages:

descriptions of hidden reality 4
doctrines 99
figures of mystics 50, 83
kabbalah 52
mystical activity 55, 87
mystical terms 90

Midrash 79, 123
Miktsat ma’asei hatorah 150
Milei deshamaya (Celestial Worlds) 141
Minh. at yehudah 137
Mishnah:

figure of Ishmael 144–5
importance to mystical tradition 13
on names 126
relationship with Shekhinah 60, 64
teachers of 138, 154

Mishneh torah 138
Mishtak 65
mispar (number, the ten elements of being)

21 n., 106, 108
Molcho, Solomon (Diego Perez) 156–7

death 60, 64, 95, 147, 157
identification with Daniel 88
life 156–7
mystical experience 51, 62, 84
persecution 95
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Molcho, Solomon (Diego Perez) (cont.):
relationship with Taitazak 148
revelation to 50, 91
works 27, 84, 99

moreh hatsedek, see Teacher of Righteousness
Morgenstern, Menahem Mendel, of Kotsk 96,

148, 150
see also Kotsk, Rabbi of

Moses:
ascending the heights 50, 88
figure of 13, 86, 87–8, 90, 154
internalization of 63, 88, 89
male aspect of divinity 87
redeemer of the Shekhinah 63
revelation to 20 n., 91
Shavuot associations 88, 92
Torah text 33–4
vision of cherubim 49, 81

Moses Hagiz 151
Moses Hayim Ephraim of Sudylkov 71 n.
Moses de Léon 146, 151, 154
Moses ben Nahman, see Nahmanides
Moses ben Shneur Zalman 96
mother 6, 90
mystic(s):

attributes 57–60
image of the 50
persecution of 93–7
portraits of mystics 85–6
relationship with religious establishment 93–4
world-view 18

mystical:
concepts 4–6, 18, 21, 55–6, 84–5, 90–1,

131–2
experience 102–3
freedom 121
language, see language
literature 8, 11, 28, 33, 82, 86–7, 102–3, 112,

123
term 1
visions 124

mysticism:
analysis 14
connections 12–13
definitions 2–3
goal 3, 8
importance of 1

N
Nahman of Bratslav 65 n., 85, 96, 101, 152
Nahmanides (Moses ben Nahman, Ramban)

33, 43, 47, 111, 150

Name, The 111, 113–14
name(s):

of angels 42, 91, 127
dangers of 113
explicit name of God 126
hidden names of God 46
holy 42, 46, 112–13, 126, 127
knowledge of 128
magical 129
numerical value of biblical 77
sacred 115
Torah as code of 46–7, 122
use of (shimush beshemot) 44, 55

Nathan of Gaza 53, 62, 84, 95, 100, 153, 154
Nathan Neta Hanover 153
Nehuniah ben Hakanah 26, 50, 67, 83, 153
Netiv mitsvoteikha (Path of your

Commandments) 144
nikbat tehom rabah (the abyss) 6, 90
Noah’s Ark 40, 77
norms, sacred 23
numbers 29, 36, 76–7, 82, 105–6, 133

O
Odel, daughter of Ba’al Shem Tov 152
ofanim 20, 21 n.
opening (divine reflection) 40–1
Or ha’emet 140
Or hame’ir (Shining Light) 41, 44, 119, 157
Or hasekhel (Light of the Mind) 77, 137
Or ne’erav 151
Or torah 140
Or yakar (Glorious Light) 151
Otsar hage’onim (The Geonic Treasury) 66, 138
Otsar h. ayim (Life’s Treasure, by Isaac ben

Samuel) 143
Otsar h. ayim (Treasure of Life, by Isaac Safrin of

Komarno) 144
Otto, Rudolf 65
Ottoman empire 148, 156

P
Padua 38, 151
pardes (divine inner sanctum, orchard):

concept 13, 138
entering the 8, 9, 10, 17, 50, 51, 55, 65, 67,

73, 80, 83, 91, 138
part of ‘other reality’ 4
study of 46

Pardes rimonim (Orchard of Pomegranates) 100,
131, 151

partsufim (countenances) 5, 46
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Paul 61–2, 94, 118
perfection, human 28
persecution 16, 53, 64, 66, 93–7
Perush al hatorah (Commentary on the Torah)

149, 150
Perush ha’agadot (Commentary on the Aggadot

of the Talmud) 77, 79, 139, 142, 149
peshat (text) 41
Pesher h. avakuk 150
Pesikta derav kahana 138
Phaedrus 118
phenomena, ecstatic 66
Philo 126
pillar 70, 71, 74, 81
Pirkei derabi eli’ezer 141
Pitron h. alomot (Solving Dreams) 156
Plato 12, 118
Plotinus 10–11
Poland:

hasidism 146
messianism 145–6

Portugal 156
prayer 54, 73, 92
priesthood:

abandoned 75
heavenly metamorphosis of 86 n., 87
restoration 17
role in mystical tradition 13, 127
separatist 125
symbols of 86
usurping 99, 150

priests:
angelic 11, 18, 75, 127
Enoch’s role 142, 149
high priest 16, 59, 80–1, 86, 115, 126, 138,

144
of korev 11, 18, 51, 92
magical language 128
Qumran 51, 125, 126, 136, 150
Zadokite 86, 136, 150

Primo, Samuel 84, 153
primordial man, see adam kadmon
prophecy 8, 24, 66, 86
prophetic:

language 4
period 67
trance 118
vision 58, 68

Provence 52
Przysucha, hasidism 148
Psalms 79
Pseudo-Sa’adiah 113 n.

Q
Qumran:

figure of Enoch 141–2
holy congregation 51
mystical writings 91, 141–2
prayer of sanctification 127
priests of 51, 125, 126, 136, 150
‘Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice’ 125
Teacher of Righteousness 61, 86, 150

R
Ra’aya mehemna 88, 94–5, 98, 99
Ram, family of 77
Ramban, see Nahmanides
Ramhal, see Luzzatto
Rashbi, see bar Yohai, Shimon
Rashi 129
Raza demeheimanuta (The Secret of Faith) 27,

154
Raza gali 130
razei olam (mysteries of creation, secrets of the

world) 4, 55
reality:

boundaries 22, 46, 50
hidden 3–5, 18, 30, 76, 104
historical 133
internal 65
mystical 76
new 124
other 3–4, 7, 19, 30, 58, 69
ritual 76
sensory 15
visionary 4–8

reconstruction (tseruf, devekut) 120–1
redemption:

date of 100
destruction and 132
exile and 20, 75, 77, 84, 87, 100, 133, 135
hopes for 89
messianic expectations 85, 135
passage to 133
of the Shekhinah 6, 17, 52, 53, 55, 63, 84, 99,

100
Shimon bar Yohai 154
sign of 130

reincarnation:
doctrine 92, 99, 100, 133, 135, 148
end of 77
Frank’s views 145
mystical tradition 17, 84, 97

Renaissance 50, 52
Reshit h. okhmah (Beginning of Wisdom) 141
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Resisei lailah (Night Dew) 157
restitution (tikun olam) 5, 55
Reuveni, David 156, 157
revelation:

angelic 24, 38
authority derived from 23, 24–5
concepts drawn from 15
content of 131
divine language 19
of Elijah (gilui eliyahu) 143, 144
infinite divine 105
to Luzzatto 100
mystical 16
nature of 20
ongoing 24–5, 66–7, 98 n.
reason for 130
of the Shekhinah 25, 66, 99, 147

Roman empire 69, 138, 156, 157
Rosh Hashanah 111
Rovigo, Abraham 149
Russia, persecution of mystics 95

S
sacrifice of the soul (mesirat nefesh) 55
Safed:

ceremonies 92
holy groups 52
kabbalists 5, 71, 73, 140, 141, 142–3, 147,

151, 152, 155
writings from 27, 55, 60

Safrin, Isaac Judah Jehiel, of Komarno (Rabbi
Isaac Eizik of Komarno) 27, 51, 62, 85,
144

Sagi Nahor, see Isaac the Blind
Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de 1
Salonika:

group of Joseph Taitazak 52
Shabatean movement 139, 145

sanctuaries, heavenly, see heikhalot
sanctuary of the bird’s nest (heikhal ken tsipor)

90
Sandalfon 22
sapphire (sapir):

brightness of (livnat hasapir) 4, 108
connection with vision of the divine 105–6
letters and 105–6
sefirot and 21 n., 106
word 28 n.

Satan 95, 99
scepticism 101, 102
Schneersohn, Dov Ber 131, 137
Schneersohn, Menahem Mendel 96

Scholem, Gershom 75
secrets:

hidden awesome 44
revelation of 130–1, 154
of the world (razei olam) 4, 55

Seer of Lublin, see Horowitz
sefar (number) 28, 105, 106
sefer (book) 28, 105, 106
Sefer berit menuh. ah (The Book of the Covenant

of Rest) 26
Sefer gerushin (The Book of Banishments) 27,

84, 151
Sefer ha’ahlamah . . . inyan pitron h. alomot

(Concerning the Interpretation of Dreams)
155–6

Sefer habahir (The Book of Elucidation) 4, 26,
62, 83, 94, 99, 123, 126, 133, 153

Sefer haheikhalot, see Sefer heikhalot
Sefer hah. ezyonot (The Book of Visions) 27, 84,

117, 143
Sefer hakaneh (The Book of Wonder) 26, 153
Sefer hakaneh vehapeli’ah (The Book of Reed

and Wonder) 26
Sefer hamalakh hameshiv (The Answering

Angel) 27, 62, 84, 95, 99, 136
Sefer hamalkhut (Book of Monarchy) 147–8
Sefer hamefo’ar (The Glorious Book) 99, 156
Sefer ha’ot (Book of the Letter) 137
Sefer hapeliah (The Book of Wonder) 26
Sefer harazim (The Book of Mysteries) 26, 28,

128, 131
Sefer h. aredim (Book of the Devout) 140
Sefer hatemunah (The Book of the Image) 26,

43, 98, 99, 111, 136, 153
Sefer h. ayat hakaneh 99
Sefer hayih. ud 47
Sefer hazohar, see Zohar
Sefer heikhalot (Book of Heavenly Sanctuaries, 

3 Enoch) 78, 83, 107, 136, 142, 149
Sefer yetsirah (The Book of Creation):

allusions to 126
authorship 10, 26
commentaries on 74, 139, 143, 156
concepts 4, 21 n., 106, 123
date 4
on letters 105, 106, 109, 113 n.
opening text 28–9
study of 74

sefirah (counting) 106
sefirot (spheres):

concept 18
description of ten 48
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division of 139
doctrine 92, 99
letters and 105–6
manifested dimensions of the deity 144
realm of the 17
study of the 46
ten 21 n.
ten sefirot of infinite nothingness 4, 9, 10, 23,

28–9, 42, 50, 132, 133
unification of the 52, 55
world of the 41, 84
see also spheres

Sender, Alexander 144
Septuagint 138
Sermon on Redemption, A 84
seven:

cosmic cycles (shemitot) 5, 90
cycle of fallow years (shemitah) 136
firmaments (shivah reki’im) 4
spheres 136
supernal sanctuaries (shivah heikhalot

elyonim) 4
temples 132
throne chariots (sheva merkavot) 4
wondrous sanctuaries (shivah devirei pele) 4
words of wonder 132

Sha’ar hagilgulim (Gate of Reincarnations) 84
Sha’ar hasho’el (Gate of the Enquirer) 139
Sha’ar hayih. ud veha’emunah (Gate of Unity and

Faith) 155
Sha’ar ruah. hakodesh (Gate of the Holy Spirit)

84
Sha’arei orah (Gates of Light) 26, 46, 104, 147
Sha’arei tsedek (Gates of Justice) 147
Shabatean:

groups 53, 139
hunter 151
legal modifications 93
literature 6, 100
movement 139–40, 146, 152
mysticism 137

Shabetai Tsevi 153–4
conversion 64, 154
definition of boundaries 100
on equality for women 60 n.
figure of 84
followers 53, 137, 139–40, 145
imprisonment 64, 95
influence 89
life 153–4
manic depressive 95
mystical experience 51, 62

revelation to 51, 91
works 27, 154

‘shade’ 98, 101
shalhavot shel esh mitpazerot umitkabetsot (fiery

flames scattered and reassembled) 4
Shavuot 88, 90, 92
She’elot uteshuvot min hashamayim (Responsa

from Heaven) 42
Shekhinah:

concept 5, 13, 64, 99
description in Zohar 49
doctrine of the 157
exiled 6, 88
God and the 38, 50, 87, 133
letters and the 111
light of the 62, 67
redemption of the 6, 17, 53, 55, 63, 84, 99,

100
resurrection 93
revelation of the 25, 66, 99, 147
speech of the 89 n.
status 92
voice of the 58, 60, 64, 81, 90
words of the 9, 46, 72, 73, 74, 124

shell(s) (kelipah) 6, 18
shemitot (eternal sevenfold cycles, fallow years)

46
Shemonah she’arim (Eight Gates) 143
Shemtov of Faro 47
shetei haruh. ot (two spirits) 50
shevirah (Breaking of Vessels) 98
Shimon ben Azai 94
Shimon bar Yohai (Rashbi), see bar Yohai
Shimushei torah (Uses of the Torah) 128, 129
shirot olat hashabat, see Songs of the Sabbath

Sacrifice
shiur komah (stature of God) 4, 13, 46, 50, 99,

110–11, 138
Shiur komah (R. Akiva) 26, 128, 131, 136
Shivh. ei ha’ari 71, 143
Shivh. ei habesht 128, 145
Shivh. ei metatron (In Praise of Metatron) 26,

136, 149
Shneur Zalman of Lyady 154–5

followers 137, 140
Habad movement 154–5
imprisonment 95, 155
on letters 109, 119
son of, converts to Christianity 96
works 119, 131, 155
on worlds 49, 93

Shoresh yishai 155
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Shulh. an arukh 88, 147
Shulh. an arukh harav 155
Sidur tefilah shel harav (The Rabbi’s Prayer

Book) 155
Simha Bunem of Przysucha 148, 150
Simh. at kohen 147
Sinai 20 n., 67, 70–1, 79, 80, 81, 88
sipur (the story of the creation of the world) 105
Sipurei ma’asiyot (Hasidic Tales) 152
sitra ah. ra 6
sitra dikedushah 6
Sitrei torah (Secrets of the Torah) 137
slaughter, ritual 92, 152
Socrates 118
Sodei razaya 127
Sofer, Moses 152
Solomon of Lutsk 102, 156
Song of Songs 142, 147, 155
Songs of the Sabbath Sacrifice (shirot olat 

hashabat) 26, 51, 54, 92, 125, 127, 128
souls:

human soul (neshamah) 64
letters and 40, 104, 107, 108
living and dead 70, 81
revealed and hidden 81
revelations of 53, 61
of the righteous 123
sacrifice of the (mesirat nefesh) 55
salvation of 130
sefirot and 84
Torah and sefirot and 35, 109
transformed 81
transmigration of (gilgul neshamah) 5, 72, 81,

131, 135
tree of (ilan haneshamot) 21 n., 90, 99, 131,

133
in the upper worlds 117

Spain:
exile from 6, 139, 147, 148, 155
group of the Master of the Zohar 52
kabbalists 142, 143

sparks (nitsotsot) 6, 17–18, 46, 55, 76, 145
‘speaking in tongues’ 118
speech:

divine (dibur shekhinah) 5, 35, 37, 39, 90, 144
God’s direct 99
human 35, 106
inner 61
language and 107, 108
letters and 108, 110
magical 116
meaningless 117, 118–19

of the Shekhinah 90
unfolding of divine being 104
world of (olam hadibur) 4, 64, 89, 90, 111,

157
spheres:

concept 29
divine 31 n.
doctrine of the 147
heavenly 17
hidden 18
in hidden reality 106
infinitude and 90
luminous 10, 17, 46
sefirot 18, 31 n., 46, 50, 105
sevenfold division 136
singing 126
study of 46
tree of the 4
world of 99

Sternhartz, Nathan, of Nemirov 153
suckling (yenikah) 6, 90
Sukat Shalom, group of 53
symbols 124
Synopse zur Hekhalot-Literatur 104

T
ta’amei hamitsvot (mystical connotation of the

commandments) 148
Ta’amei hamitsvot (Reasons of the

Commandments, by Joseph of Hamadan)
147

Ta’amei hamitsvot (Reasons of the
Commandments, by Menahem Recanati)
149

‘tabernacle of testimony’ 101–2
Taitazak, Joseph 52, 148, 155
Talmud 62, 72, 126, 139, 157

Babylonian 147
Jerusalem 80, 147

Tanya 155
Teacher of Righteousness (moreh hatsedek) 51,

61, 86, 92, 94, 99, 150
tefillin 93
Temple:

calendar 99
destruction 4, 69, 75, 83, 86, 93, 135, 157
divine service 92
eternal sacred fire 79
First 93, 126
heavenly 86, 125–6, 133
Holy of Holies, see Holy of Holies
inner sanctuary 144
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loss of 132
mystical transformation 83, 86 n.
pathways between earthly and upper temples

87
place in mysticism 13
priests 126, 127; see also priests
Second 24, 86, 92, 93, 135, 157
Yom Kippur 80, 87

temples, seven 132
Ten Commandments 91
‘Terumah’, commentary on 147
tevah (ark, word) 40, 107, 110
text:

literal biblical 40–1, 45–6
revealed 34, 41
revealed and concealed 43, 45–6
sacred 44–5

Thanksgiving Scroll 150
Tiferet 50
tikun (rectificatory prayer) 92
tikun (Restitution of the Broken Vessels) 98
tikun h. atsot (midnight vigil) 92
tikun leil shavuot (vigil of Shavuot) 92
tikun tefilot 155
time, cycles of 98
Tishah Be’av fast 93
tohu 39
Toledot ha’ari 71, 143
Toledot ya’akov yosef 138
Tomer devorah (The Palm Tree of Deborah) 151
Torah:

annihilation of the 140
black fire upon white fire 43
code of holy names 46–7, 122
concepts 18
covering and uncovering 122
of Creation 98
delight of the Holy One in the 56
divine speech 39
of Emanation 98, 139–40
of exile 99
existence in heaven and earth 35
faces 35
female aspect 87
image of God 36
kabbalistic study 44–5
language 35–6
letters of the 23, 109
meaning of the 24, 121
observance of commandments of 36–7
Oral 49, 91
origin 33–5

prince of the 44
of redemption 99
secrets of the 47, 55, 73, 84
sefer as 105
Shekhinah and 87, 92
six first principles 34–7
stripping it from its wrapping 41
study of the 37, 38, 92
words as 43, 45
Written 49
yoke of the 123

torah de’atsilut (Torah of Divine Emanation)
139, 145

Torah or (Light of Torah) 93, 155
torat kavanot (doctrine of intentions) 144
Tosefta H. agigah 138
tradition:

aggadic 131
ancient Jewish 4, 10, 49, 126
ascent to heaven 87
biblical 126, 131
esoteric 44, 51, 53–4, 56
hasidic mystical 64
Heikhalot 65, 67, 79, 92, 113, 141, 144
kabbalistic 44, 52, 85, 92, 119
magical 114, 116–17
Merkavah 78, 79, 80, 91, 133
mystical 20, 25, 28, 34–8, 39–40, 46–7, 50,

56, 66, 84, 88, 93, 94, 97, 105–7, 109, 111
normative Jewish 23, 24–5, 28
priestly 80, 87, 91, 126
relationship with mysticism 23 n.
ritual 132
sacred 21
visionary 125
written 3, 8, 12, 63, 124
written mystical 85
zoharic 91, 130

tranquillity 101
transformation, mystical, in historical 

perspective 49–56
transmigration, see souls
Tree of Knowledge, doctrine of the 18, 98
Tree of Life, doctrine of the 18, 98
tree of souls/spirits (ilan haneshamot) 4, 21 n.,

90, 99, 131, 133
tree of the spheres (ilan hasefirot) 4
Tripoli 137
truth, universal transcendental 12 n.
tsadik 89, 101, 117, 146
tsadik hador (righteous man of the generation)

152
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tsah. tsah. ot (luminous spheres) 5, 46
Tsava’at harivash 93, 104
tsimtsum (contraction) 5
Turiel, Solomon ben Shimon 84, 99, 156
Turkey 60, 147, 155

U
unification:

concept 44, 92
deconstruction (yih. ud) 121
generation in heavenly world 54
magical language 116–18, 121, 129
meaningless 114
redemption through 133
renewal through 124
of the sefirot 52, 55

union (yih. ud) 55
unique cherub 5, 9, 10, 50, 52
Unity, wondrousness of His 21 n.

V
Valéry, Paul 118
vessel(s):

breaking of the 5, 18, 98, 132
concept 18
letters as 40
mystics as 60, 101
sefirot 48

Vienna, book burning 98
violin singing by itself 89 n.
Virgin Mary 89
vision:

complete 15
fragments of 15
heavenly 66
language of 8
masculine and feminine elements 87
messianic 88, 99, 100
mystical language 124
in mysticism 1–3, 8, 31–2, 53, 57, 71
no limits 11
‘other reality’ 7–8
renewed 5
revelation 124, 131

visionary reality 4–8
Vital, Hayim 142–3

on Luria 54, 72
mystical experience 50, 62
relationship with Luria 73, 117, 142–3, 147
revelation to 51
on unification 117, 118
works 27, 52, 55, 84, 143

voice, divine 46, 52, 60, 64, 67, 88–9, 98
Volhynia, hasidism 140

W
Wazana, Jacob 85, 146
Weber, Max 73
wheels 21 n., 125, 126
wisdom, thirty-two paths of (lamed bet netivot

peliot h. okhmah) 4, 28, 105, 132–3
words:

arks 40, 104, 107
deconstructed 119
exposing real divine essence 40
formulation of spiritual reality 31
letters and 16, 36, 37, 39, 107, 111, 119
magic 112
magical language 118
meaningless 111, 115, 117
sacred 85
seven words of wonder 132
of Torah 43, 45

workers of the field 91
world:

hidden and revealed 104, 132
imaginary inner 31–2
real external 31–2
restitution of the (tikun olam) 5

World of Disruption 98
World of Reformation 98
worship in fear 98
worship in love 98

Y
Yavneh, academy 157
‘Yedid nefesh’ (Friend of my Soul) 141
yesh 39–40, 44
Yeshuot meshih. o 139
yeteh veyavo (coming all the time) 106
Yeven metsulah 153
yibum, concept of 92
yih. ud, see unification
Yohanan ben Zakai 11, 157
Yom Kippur:

cherubim 81
heavenly temples 81, 87
high priest entering Holy of Holies 59, 80,

126, 138
liturgy 69, 111, 144

yoredei merkavah, see descenders of the chariot

Z
Zadok Hakohen 86, 150, 157
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Ze’ev Wolf of Zhitomir 41, 119, 140
Zipporah 88
Zohar (The Book of Splendour):

authorship 10, 26, 50, 52 n., 62, 88, 91, 146,
151, 154

doctrines 99, 133, 135
on hidden reality 4
influence 13, 130, 147
language of the 48
on letters 45
new 38, 53, 100

on ‘pillar known to kabbalists’ 74
popularity of 92
on priest entering Holy of Holies 59
related works 91
on secret literary group 52
on Shekhinah 49
study of 53
on Torah 34

Zohar h. ai (Living Zohar) 144
Zot liyehudah (This Is for Judah) 137
Zot zikaron (This to Remember) 85, 89
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